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he stopped short, again confounded at the effect
of his own words. For hardly had they passed
his lips, when Natabhrukuti started up, swelling
with rage and convulsed with fury, with eyes that
blazed like fiery stars. And she exclaimed: Never !
never! Never shall she possess thee, nor any other
than I myself. And then, like a flash of lightning,
her rage vanished as quickly as it came. And she
looked at him with imploring eyes, and said: Slay
me now, with thy long bright sword, and send
me back to that nonentity out of which thou hast
just recalled me: but speak not of another woman
in front of me. Alas! and am I all forgotten?
And tears rolled from her great blue eyes, and
fell like suppliants at her feet.

And Aja put up his left hand, and tugged at
his hair in the extremity of his amazement. And
he said: O thou strange offended lady, I am
utterly bewildered, and resemble one that has lost
his way at midnight in a wood. And thy anger
and thy grief are alike altogether incomprehensible.
How can I possibly have forgotten one, whom as
I jmst now told thee, I never saw in my life before ?
Then she said: Nay, not in this Hfe, but the last
For I was the wife of thy former birth.

Then Aja laughed, and he saids O beauty, who